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The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Session 2: The Gifts in the Life of the Church 

St. Augustine’s prayer to the Holy Spirit: 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.  
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.  
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy.  
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy.  
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy.  
Amen. 

Prayer before study by St. Thomas Aquinas 

Ineffable Creator, 
Who, from the treasures of Your wisdom, 
have established three hierarchies of angels, 
have arrayed them in marvelous order 
above the fiery heavens, 
and have marshaled the regions 
of the universe with such artful skill, 
You are proclaimed 
the true font of light and wisdom, 
and the primal origin 
raised high beyond all things. 
Pour forth a ray of Your brightness 
into the darkened places of my mind; 
disperse from my soul 
the twofold darkness 
into which I was born: 
sin and ignorance. 
You make eloquent the tongues of infants. 
refine my speech 
and pour forth upon my lips 
The goodness of Your blessing. 
Grant to me 
keenness of mind, 
capacity to remember, 
skill in learning, 
subtlety to interpret, 
and eloquence in speech. 
May You 
guide the beginning of my work, 
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direct its progress, 
and bring it to completion. 
You Who are true God and true Man, 
who live and reign, world without end. 
Amen. 

I. Part IV. The Relationship between the Hierarchical and Charismatic Gifts in the Life 
and Mission of the Church 
A. In the Church as Mystery of Communion (13.1) Relationship between Charismatic and 

Hierarchical gifts is directed towards full participation of the faithful in communion and 
evangelizing mission 
1. Spirit brings us to unity with Christ which is principle of Church’s unity 
2. Communion is twofold: union with Christ and diffusion of charity between Christians 
3. Hierarchical and Charismatic gifts rest upon Sacraments of initiation 

a) Baptism closely united to confirmation and Eucharist which is source and summit 
of Christian life 
(1) It it through Baptism that we receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  Then in 

Confirmation we receive a greater portion then a new infilling each day in the 
Eucharist.  It comes from this personal relationship with Christ and with the 
Holy Spirit (whose mission is joint and completely united) that the Christians 
are to become disposed to the Charisms.  Then both gifts rest entirely upon 
these Sacraments. 

(2) “The moral life of Christians is sustained by the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
These are permanent dispositions which make man docile in following the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.”  CCC 1830 

(3) "Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes the neophyte "a new 
creature," an adopted son of God, who has become a "partaker of the divine 
nature," member of Christ and coheir with him, and a temple of the Holy 
Spirit." -CCC 1265 

(4) “The Most Holy Trinity gives the baptized sanctifying grace, the grace of 
justification:  
- enabling them to believe in God, to hope in him, and to love him through the 
theological virtues;  
- giving them the power to live and act under the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
through the gifts of the Holy Spirit;  
- allowing them to grow in goodness through the moral virtues.  
Thus the whole organism of the Christian's supernatural life has its roots in 
Baptism." -CCC 1266 

4. Life in ecclesial communion is “attentiveness to the Word of God” and is nourished 
by sacraments 
a) The “one thing necessary” for the interior life, according to Garrigou-Lagrange, is 

to “hear the Word of God and live by it.” (The Three Ages of the Interior Life, 
Vol 1. Part 1). 



Page �  of �3 8

5. Charismatic gifts given to believers belong to the Church itself: ordered towards 
more intense ecclesial life 
a) Individuals should not taken ownership over the gifts that have been given to 

them.  They are meant to be shared for the building up of the Body.  They belong 
to everyone else, and everyone else, in a sense, has a “right” to them 

6. (13.2)  Summary: Relationship between gifts “confirms the coessentiality” - 
Charismatic may manifest through different historical forms but will NEVER be 
lacking in mission of the Church 
a) Charismatic activity of the Holy Spirit is always essential and has always been 

present. 
(1) Just as in the Old Testament God used particular prophets to mediate, then 

with Jesus as the One True Mediator 
(2) Then the Apostles brought about a great usage of the gifts which spread 

through the whole Church 
(3) Then again as it seemed to diminish, God kept these charisms alive through 

particular Saints 
(4) There has been the resurgence of these gifts in the modern Church which 

must be addressed, it must be approached with openness to allow the Lord to 
use these charisms again.  If HE is the one to choose to do it, we need to 
follow His will 

(5) The Church through this document affirms that they are absolutely 
indispensable for the mission of the Church in evangelization 

B. Identity of the Hierarchical Gifts (14) Jesus willed that there be hierarchical gifts to 
ensure the continuing presence of His salvific mediation 
1. This is carried out through the Apostles receiving a special outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit (cf. Acts 1:8; 2:4; John 20:22-23)  
a) Continued through Apostolic succession (cf. 1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Timothy 1:6-7) 
b) Hierarchical gifts are then conferred through the Sacrament of Orders as Basil the 

Great says the ordering of the Church is a work of the Holy Spirit 
c) Hierarchical gifts are given so communion may never fail to bring grace in the 

sacraments 
C. Identity of the Charismatic Gifts (15) Charismatic gifts are freely distributed by the Holy 

Spirit 
1. In order for sacramental grace to be fruitful in Christian life 
2. Charisms “are perfectly suited to the needs of the Church” Lumen Gentium 29 
3. “The charismatic gifts, in fact, enable the faithful to respond to the gift of salvation in 

complete freedom and in a way suited to the times.” 
4. See Cantalamessa:  Come, Creator Spirit chapter 10 for additional notes on Charisms 

a) Difference between the 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit (Wisdom, Knowledge, 
Understand, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of the Lord) and the Ministerial 
Gifts or “Charisms” of the Holy Spirit 
(1) 7 Gifts are ALL necessary for the salvation of every person.  Each person 

receives ALL gifts at Baptism 
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(2) Charisms in general are necessary for the mission of the Church in 
evangelism, but none of them are specifically necessary for salvation 
(a) Charisms are freely given by the will of the Spirit for the glory of God 

manifesting in the edification of the person and the building up of the 
Body of Christ which is the Church 

(3) Vatican II brought a special call to recognize the Charisms 
(4) With the New Evangelization there is a new Pentecost 

(a) The first evangelization immediately followed the first Pentecost, there is 
no coincidence that the New Evangelization as an official time and 
movement in the Church is following a resurgence of the Charisms of the 
Holy Spirit in what the Church declares as a New Pentecost (given special 
attention to the retreat that happened at Dusquesne University in 
Pittsburgh in 1966) 

5. See Cantalamessa:  Sober Intoxication of the Spirit, Vol. 1 chapter 4 for additional 
notes on Charisms 
a) Charisms in their relationship to the Sacraments 
b) Charisms and service to one’s brothers and sisters in Christ 
c) How to exercise the Charisms 

D. The charismatic Gifts Shared (16) In an ecclesial communion, the charisms always link 
person and community 
1. “The charismatic gifts, when exercised, can generate affinities, closeness, and 

spiritual relationships.  Through these the charismatic patrimony, originating in the 
person of the founder, is shared in and deepened, thereby giving life to true spiritual 
families.” 

E. Recognition by Ecclesial Authorities (17) Charisms received and lived out in already 
existing communities may not need regulation, but “originating” or “founding” charisms 
do 
1. Authorities must discern to recognize if these charisms are authentic 

a) Authorities such as pastors must keep in mind that there is an unforeseeable 
nature of the charisms inspired by the Spirit Spirit - they must thus be evaluated 
according to the rule of faith and for the building up of the Church 

b) A group must have proper time to grow and mature 
F. Criteria for Discerning the Charismatic Gifts (18)  

1. a. “The Primacy of the vocation of every Christian to holiness” - every entity born 
from an authentic charisms must be to the service of the Church towards perfection in 
love 

2. b. “Commitment to spreading the Gospel” - Missionary zeal for re-evangelization 
and share in Church’s apostolic goals 

3. c. “Profession of the Catholic Faith” - strictly adhered to teachings of the Church 
4. d. “Witness to real communion with the whole Church” - Filial relationship to the 

Pope, with local Bishop.  Loyal readiness to accept doctrinal teachings and pastoral 
initiatives - participation within the Church and Her activities 
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5. e. “Recognition of and esteem for the reciprocal complementarity of other 
charismatic elements in the Church” - Authentic charisms have an ecclesial character.  
Need not overshadow other charisms to make itself felt 

6. f. “Acceptance of moments of trial in the discernment of charisms” - Charisms may 
imply a certain element of genuine originality and special initiative so it may appear 
troublesome.  Should manifest in humility in bearing adversities.  True charisms 
bring with them the “unvarying history between charism and cross.” -Congregation 
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life—Congregation of 
Bishops, Directive Note Mutuae Relationes, 12: AAS 70.  cf. John Paul II, Speech on 
the occasion of the meeting with Ecclesial Movements and New communities on the 
vigil of Pentecost (30 May 1998) 

7. g. “Presence of spiritual fruits” such as charity, joy peace, and a certain human 
maturity - with the desire to “live the Church’s life more intensely” -Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 58 

8. h. “The social dimension of evangelization” - fosters living in community and 
engagement with others.  Participation and solidarity - bringing conditions more just 
and loving in society 

9. Discuss this at greater length 
II. Part V. The Ecclesial Practice of the Relationship Between Hierarchical and 

Charismatic Gifts 
A. (19) Relationship between in practice 
B. Reciprocity (20) Good relations between different gifts in the Church requires real 

integration of the charismatic entity within the pastoral life of the particular Church  
1. Those with charismatic gifts must desire to be recognized, received and purified 
2. Those with hierarchical gifts must cordially receive that which the Spirit inspires 

within the ecclesial communion with discernment 
C. The Charismatic Gifts in the Universal and Particular Church (21.1) Hierarchical gifts in 

the universal Church (such as the successor of Peter) are to serve the particular churches, 
and hierarchical gifts in the particular Churches (Bishops) are to serve the Universal 
Church 
1. (21.2) This is how the relationship is with hierarchical and charismatic gifts within 

the relationship between Universal and Particular Churches. 
a) Gifts are given to the whole Church, but particular gifts might actualize in the 

service of a particular diocese.  New communities thus must be at the service of 
their diocese rather than being completely Supra-diocesan  

D. The Charismatic Gifts and the States of Life of the Christian (22.1) The charismatic gifts 
are useful for the duties from Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony, and Holy Orders.  
They help give understanding to Apostolic Tradition as well 
1. a.  Recognize the goodness of the different charisms that give rise to the ecclesial 

groups between all the faithful under leadership of their legitimate pastors.  They help 
live and develop proper Christian vocation.  Charisms help those to live as disciples 
in the common priesthood of the People of God.  Make themselves a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God (cf. Romans 12:1) 
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2. b.  Ordained ministers will gain reminders of the meaning of their Baptism and 
assistance for their particular ministry.  They also offer help the the community 

3. c. Religious life is located within the charismatic dimension of the Church 
4. d. Evangelical counsels are aligned with the charismatic gifts for a special way of 

conforming oneself to Christ’s own way of life (cf. Sacramentum Caritatis) 
E. Forms of Ecclesial Recognition (23.1) Document intended to “clarify the theological and 

ecclesiological place of the new ecclesial groups in the light of the relationship between 
the hierarchical and charismatic gifts” 
1. (23.2) There should be avoided “juridical straightjackets that deaden the novelty 

which is born from the specific experience” and there should be the “favoring the 
effective insertion of the charismatic gifts in the life of both the particular and 
universal Church.” 

III.  Conclusion 
A. (24) Mary had complete docility to the action of the Holy Spirit and played an integral 

part in the intercession for the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. 
1. Mary teaches us the perfect model of obedient and faithful reception of every gift of 

the Holy Spirit 
2. Through her intercession may the charisms be abundantly bestowed by the Holy 

Spirit among the faithful and be received with great docility and bear much fruit 
IV.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

A. See Cantalamessa: Sober Intoxication of the Spirit, Vol. 1 chapter 3 (and 5 on Anointed: 
the Anointing) 

B. See Cantalamessa: Come, Creator Spirit chapters 7 and 9 (and many other sections) 
C. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not a Sacrament, but a new infilling of the Holy Spirit 

nonetheless 
1. It is a new infilling of the Holy Spirit and also a stirring up of the graces already 

received in Baptism and Confirmation  
2. Gives one a greater desire for things of the Lord, lesser desire for things of the world 
3. Enables them to receive and operate in the Charisms of the Holy Spirit 
4. Gives one’s whole heart to the Lord, allows Jesus to truly be the Lord of their life 
5. Gives greater devotion to the Sacramental life of the Church 
6. Greater devotion to the Scriptures (with greater understanding) 
7. Greater devotion to prayer  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Quiz: 

1. The Gifts (Hierarchical and Charismatic) rely on the Sacraments of __________________  

2. True of False:  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a Sacrament  
 
A.  True          B.  False 

3. Who teaches us the perfect model of obedient and faithful reception of every gift of the Holy 
Spirit? 
 
______________________________________ 

4. True or False:  The Charismatic gifts are indispensable for the evangelistic mission of the 
Church  
 
A.  True          B.  False 

5. True or False:  All the charisms of the Spirit are given to every baptized person  
 
A. True           B.  False 

6. True or False:  Charisms are made available to every baptized person and every baptized 
person should seek after them  
 
A.  True           B.  False 

7. True or False:  If an ecclesial group receives a direct inspiration from the Holy Spirit 
contrary to what their Pastor is saying, they should listen to the Holy Spirit  
 
A.  True          B.  False 

8. True or False:  Pastors need to welcome in ecclesial groups operating in Charisms  
 
A.  True          B.  False 

9. All Gifts of the Holy Spirit should lead to a greater participation in what?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What are the two primary functions the Charisms of the Holy Spirit serve?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key: 

1. Initiation 
2. B 
3. The Blessed Virgin Mary 
4. A 
5. B 
6. A 
7. B (they need to be obedient to their Pastors who are to be put in charge) 
8. A 
9. The Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist 
10. The edification of the person and the building up of the Body of Christ (the Church)


